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PETITION TO RESET A PERIOD FOR REPLY 
DUE TO NON-RECEIPT OF AN OFFICE ACTION 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Applicant respectfully petitions to reset the period for reply to the Office Action dated 23 
November 2001 to February 20, 2002. M.P.E.P. §710.06 sets forth that "[i]n the event that 
correspondence from the Office is received late (A) due to delays in the U.S. Postal 
Service. . .applicants may petition to reset the period for reply." 

Due to the lapse in time since Applicant's last Response made on 06 September 2001, 
Applicant's undersigned representative called Examiner Ramon Barrera on 20 February 2002. 
Examiner Barrera indicated that a Final Office Action was mailed on 23 November 2001. 
Applicant's representative therefore requested a courtesy copy of the Final Office Action. 

The Final Office Action dated 23 November 2001 sets a shortened statutory period for 
replying that expires on 25 February 2002. However, as evidenced by the enclosed copy of the 
Attorney's Docket Report, the Office Action was never received at the correspondence address 
(as designated by Customer Number 009629). 
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Each piece of mail that is received at the correspondence address is processed in the 
mailroom of Applicants' representatives. The processing includes opening the mailing enclosure 
(i.e., envelope, box, etc.), removing the contents of the mailing enclosure, and stamping the first 
page of the contents with a "RECEIVED" date. In the case of mailings received from the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, the date stamped contents and their mailing enclosure are 
additionally processed. The additional processing includes electronic docketing of the contents 
of the mailing with for each Attorney assigned to the application as referenced by the application 
Serial Number. Thus, had Applicant's representative received the Final Office Action of 23 
November 2001, records of such receipt would have been entered on the Applicant's 
representative docket report. 

However, because the Office Action mailed from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
on 23 November 2001 has not been received, as evidenced by the Attorney's Docket Report, 
Applicant respectfully petitions that the period for response be restarted as of the date of the 
courtesy facsimile transmission on February 20, 2002. 

It is respectfully submitted that this Petition is timely filed within maximum extendable 
period for reply as outlined in the 15 February 2002 memorandum of the Deputy Commissioner 
for Patent Examination Policy. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully petition to restart the 
previously-set three-month period for reply to the Office Action to run from the date of receipt of 
the Office Action at the correspondence address on 20 February 2002. 

If there are any other fees due in connection with the filing of this response, please charge 
the fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-0310. If a fee is required for an extension of time under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.136 not accounted for above, such extension is requested and the fee should also 
be charged to our Deposit Account. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOGKIUS LLP 



Dated: 21 February 2002 




Registration No. 47,300 

End.: copy of docket report 

Customer No.: 009629 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(202) 739-3000 
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